Sample taking in invertebrate veterinary medicine.
Invertebrates are important as pets of the 1990s but more so from economic, pest, and conservation perspectives. Since diagnosis by clinical examination is often taxing in these species, sample taking provides valuable insight into disease processes. Infection and parasitic diseases can be diagnosed by techniques from simple microscopy through to polymerase chain reaction technology. Cytology, hematology, and clinical chemistry, although not widely practiced, can provide critical baseline data in a disease investigation.